
[image: image1.png]




Bible Study Outlines
Fourth Anglican Global South to South Encounter 19th - 23rd April 2010, Singapore
Daily Bible Study: A FRESH VISION, A RENEWED MISSION

Selected Devotional Studies from the book of Isaiah
Introduction to the Studies
1. A Suggested Outline

(passages focused on in italics, bold)

I. THE BOOK OF THE ‘ANOINTED KING’ (CH 1 – 39)

A. Rebuke and Promise to Wayward Judah (Ch 1 – 12)

1. Judah: Diagnosis and Prognosis (Ch 1 – 5)

2. Triumph of God’s Grace (Ch 6 – 12)

2.1 Prologue: Isaiah’s Commissioning (6:1 – 13)

2.2 The promised Anointed King and His people (Ch 7 - 11)

2.3 Epilogue: Salvation and Joy (Ch 12)

B. Judgment against the Nations (Ch 13 – 23)

C. The Eternal Battle: City of God vs. City of Man (Ch 24 – 27)

D. The Sovereign Lord of History: Assyrian Threat and Babylon in the wings (Ch 28 - 39)

II. THE BOOK OF THE ‘ANOINTED SERVANT’ (CH 40 – 55)

A. The Consolation of Judah in exile and the World (40:1 – 42:17)

1. Consolation of Zion (40:1 – 41:20)

2. Consolation of the Gentiles (41:21 – 42:17)

2.1 Court Scene: Plight of the nations and their idol-gods (41:21 – 29)

2.2 Remedy: ‘Servant of the Lord’ as answer to world’s plight 

(42:1 – 9)

2.3 New Song of the Lord’s Salvation (42:10 – 17)

B. Redemption of Israel as the People of God (42:18 – 44:23)

C. The Great (Political) Deliverance: Cyrus (44:24 – 48:22)

D. The Greater (Spiritual) Deliverance: The Servant of the Lord 

(49:1 – 55:13)

1. The Servant’s Double Task: Israel and the World (49:1 – 6)

2. The Servant’s Success: Divine Confirmation (49:7 – 13)

3. Zion and her children (49:14 – 50:3)

4. The Servant, the righteous and the wicked (50:4 – 9)

5. Salvation in Prospect and Reality (51:1 – 52:12)

6. The Triumph of the Servant: The Arm of the Lord (52:13 – 55:13)

a. The Servant’s Victory through Suffering (52:13 – 53:12)

b. Good News for the Whole World: Proclamation and Invitation 

(54:1 – 55:13)

III. THE BOOK OF THE ANOINTED CONQUEROR (CH 56 – 66)

A. Waiting for a New World: The Ideal Marks vs. the Actual Condition of God’s Redeemed People (56:1 – 59:13)

B. The Coming of the Anointed Conqueror (59:14 – 63:6)

1. Divine Commitment to effect Final Salvation and Judgement 
(59:14 – 20)

2. Covenant Mediator (59:21)

3. Coming Glory: Consummation of Abrahamic Blessing (60:1 – 22)

4. Transforming Power: The Anointed One and the People blessed by the Lord (61:1 – 9)

5. Commitment of the Anointed One (61:10 – 62:12)
6. Day of Vengeance and Victory for the Anointed Conqueror (63:1 – 6)

C. Prayer and Response: Steps to a New Heaven and Earth (63:7 – 66:24)

1. Prayer and Intercession by One who remembers (63:7 – 64:12)

2. Sure Promises: Final Reckoning and the New Jerusalem 

(65:1 – 66:24)

2.  A Helpful Framework

2.1 Structure and Unity of the Book
(1) Ch 1 – 39: Book of the Anointed King


(a) Failure of the Monarchy (Ahaz)


(b) God’s answer: The Perfect King (esp. Ch 7 – 12)


(c) Unsolved: The promise is that the Anointed King will rule over a renewed people. How will the people be renewed?

(2) Ch 40 – 54: Book of the Anointed Servant


(a) Failure of Israel as the People of God (to be holy…to be a light to the nation)

(b) God’s answer: The Anointed Servant (Saviour)
Who saves them from their sin by the offering of himself in 


order to establish a people in Righteousness (Is 53 – 54)


(c) Unsolved: (As Isaiah looks down the time-line of history)

The life of the redeemed people of God is still incomplete (not yet as God intended it to be). They are tainted with sin and they face hostility from the wider unredeemed world.

(3) Ch 55 – 56: Book of the Anointed Conqueror


(a) Failure of the Redeemed People to Experience the Full Victory
(Pressure and hostility from without; corruption and weariness within; as they face the daily onslaught of evil) 

(b) God’s answer: The Anointed Conqueror who brings complete comfort to God’s people and takes vengeance on all God’s enemies. He executes the final settlement of things.

2.2 Common Themes that run right through the Book
1 Redemption and Judgement go hand-in-hand

2 The ‘city of God’ motiff (Note: the function of Zion in God’s salvation plan – cf. Heb 12:22)

3 The constant emphasis on God as ‘the Holy One of Israel’.

4 The running question: Whom will you trust? The call is to trust God alone!

5 God is unstoppable in bringing about His universal, sovereign and gracious Rule.

Bible Study 1 -  Tues, 20th April 
A FRESH VISION OF GOD - ISAIAH 6:1-13


6:1 In the year that King Uzziah died I saw the Lord sitting upon a throne, high and lifted up; and the train of his robe filled the temple. 2 Above him stood the seraphim. Each had six wings: with two he covered his face, and with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. 3 And one called to another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!”  4 And the foundations of the thresholds shook at the voice of him who called, and the house was filled with smoke. 5 And I said: “Woe is me! For I am lost; for I am a man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of hosts!”6 Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a burning coal that he had taken with tongs from the altar. 7 And he touched my mouth and said: “Behold, this has touched your lips; your guilt is taken away, and your sin atoned for.”

8 And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” Then I said, “Here am I! Send me.” 9 And he said, “Go, and say to this people: “‘Keep on hearing, but do not understand; keep on seeing, but do not perceive.’ 10 Make the heart of this people dull, and their ears heavy, and blind their eyes; lest they see with their eyes, and hear with their ears, and understand with their hearts, and turn and be healed.” 11 Then I said, “How long, O Lord?” And he said: “Until cities lie waste without inhabitant, and houses without people, and the land is a desolate waste, 12 and the Lord removes people far away, and the forsaken places are many in the midst of the land. 13 And though a tenth remain in it, it will be burned again, like a terebinth or an oak, whose stump remains when it is felled.” The holy seed is its stump. 


1. Context

a) The people of God are at a ‘make or break’ point in their history. They are on the brink of severe judgment, death and settled darkness. God asks: “What more could have been done for My vineyard than I have done for it?” (Is 5:4a)

b) Isaiah’s commissioning for ministry occurs at a critical moment which epitomises what is at stake:

“In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne…” (Is 6:1)

2. Exposition


I. 
______________ by the stunning ______________ of God.


II. ______________ by the sheer _________________ of God.

III. ______________ by the salvation ______________ of God.

3. Reflection/ Discussion

a) “Your God is too small.” Is this true of you in your attitude towards the challenges you are facing? How can you keep the vision of the God of the Bible fresh in your ministry?

b) Are we in Global South relying on God or on man? How can an alliance (or a covenanting group) ensure God-centeredness in its goals, strategies and processes?

Bible Study 2 - Wed, 21st April
A FRESH VISION OF THE CHURCH - ISAIAH 42:1–9

42:1 Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights; I have put my Spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations. 2 He will not cry aloud or lift up his voice, or make it heard in the street; 3 a bruised reed he will not break, and a faintly burning wick he will not quench; he will faithfully bring forth justice. 4 He will not grow faint or be discouraged till he has established justice in the earth; and the coastlands wait for his law. 5 Thus says God, the Lord, who created the heavens and stretched them out, who spread out the earth and what comes from it, who gives breath to the people on it and spirit to those who walk in it: 6 “I am the Lord; I have called you in righteousness; I will take you by the hand and keep you; I will give you as a covenant for the people, a light for the nations, 7 to open the eyes that are blind, to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon, from the prison those who sit in darkness. 8 I am the Lord; that is my name; my glory I give to no other, nor my praise to carved idols. 9 Behold, the former things have come to pass, and new things I now declare; before they spring forth I tell you of them.” (Is 42:1-9)

1. Context

a) “Israel’s primary problem is not captivity in foreign lands. The ultimate problem is alienation from God. Deliverance from Babylon without this other deliverance will accomplish little. Unless God finds a way to deliver from the bondage to sin that produces injustice and oppression, there is no final hope for (Israel or) humanity.” (John Oswalt in NIV Application Commentary, p.564)

b) National Israel had failed to keep covenant with God and to be a light to draw the other nations into its covenant with God. So the question arises: How will God provide for Israel’s spiritual need to be freed from sin as well as the world’s need for knowledge and truth that leads her into covenant relationship with the living God? God’s answer is the anointed ‘Servant of the Lord’ (Is 42:1-9; 49:1-6; 50:4-9; 52:13 – 53:12).

c)  The perfect and ultimate ‘Servant of the Lord’ is Jesus Christ, through whom God establishes a spiritually redeemed and renewed people (cf. Jer 31:31 – 34; Lk 22:20 – the ‘new covenant’ community of Jews and Gentiles, who are embryonic of the new creation in all its fullness when Jesus Christ returns as the Anointed Conqueror).

d) Between now and Christ’s return, the Church continues ‘the Servant of the Lord’ ministry in a broken and fallen world. We can therefore draw our inspiration for the Church’s ministry from this Servant Song passage.

2. Exposition

I. The ___________________ of the Church’s Ministry.

II. The ___________________ of the Church’s Presence.

III. The ___________________ of the Church’s Power.

Reflection/Discussion

a) What do you see as the major strengths and weaknesses of your Province’s/ Diocese’s ministry?

b) How can you cultivate your church’s ministry so that it reflects ‘strength out of weakness’?
Bible Study 3 - Thurs, 22nd April

A FRESH VISION OF LEADERSHIP - ISAIAH 50:4–9


4 The Lord God has given me the tongue of those who are taught, that I may know how to sustain with a word him who is weary. Morning by morning he awakens; he awakens my ear to hear as those who are taught. 5 The Lord God has opened my ear, and I was not rebellious; I turned not backward. 6 I gave my back to those who strike, and my cheeks to those who pull out the beard; I hid not my face from disgrace and spitting. 7 But the Lord God helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like a flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame. 8 He who vindicates me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who is my adversary? Let him come near to me. 9 Behold, the Lord God helps me; who will declare me guilty? Behold, all of them will wear out like a garment; the moth will eat them up. (Is 50:4-9)
1. Context

a) 3rd Servant Song emphasizes the Servant’s obedience to the Lord, and how that obedience entails suffering.

b) “An army of sheep led by a lion is more powerful than an army of lions led by a sheep” (Napoleon)

2. Exposition


I. 
Leadership that flows from intimate ________________.


II.
Leadership that expresses __________________ obedience. 



III.
Leadership that reflects holy _____________________. 

3. Reflection/ Discussion

a) “We are rewarded by the one whose praise we seek.” Whose praise matters to you? What will help you to seek only the praise of God? (cf. Gal 1:10).

b) Where is courage most needed in the life and ministry of the Church in this present hour?
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1  adapted mainly from Alec Motyer Isaiah (IVP:1993), pp.5-8





